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Save the Last Dance (Paramount; $29,99 )

Mewies are so heavily hyped now that ir's almist impoasible 1o
discover a film on your ewn. That inakes a penuine slevpser —
tithe ahat quictly slips into theaters a wrilds an pwdience
Hleronsgly weord of masisth — almoss an endampered species, (Adver-
tisers would have vou believe ditferently, but when a movie is
promoted as “the sleeper of the vear® even befsne ir's o,
you know something s eut of whack, ) But Last wear produecd the
indie flick Croupicr amd now weve godt ehis very dillereni sinacs
hit. Akim ter Divey Dancing. Sove the Lagr Dance certinly it ar-
rive unheraly here was i hit soundirack and MY Beat the
drusms fr weeks. But no one expected this meoedest drnma abone 7
hikizh schasol girl who finds romance and a reawakened passion for
ballet to gross $920 million a1 the box office. ‘Thank directaor
Thomas Carter, who has directed some of the finest haar-kong
dramas on TV and will hope iy Iy nse this movie o make mach
bretter films down the rasd. And ihank actecss Tulin Stiles, whis
Fave Save the Last Damee 2 sexy, sincere lead perfvrmance of con
siderable charm. Actually, Stiles should be thanking: the movie,
because just like Patrick swayze and Clive Uwen before her, this
slecper has made her a star.

Sweet Smell of Success (MGM; $19.98)

Oy, you can's et mssd lickeis to
Hroadway's The Producers il 20687
Lwhem the leads will be Fim Belusli and
Ben Saillerk. You can't rent the viden o
the orieinal film starring Pera Maosie] D
cause it's always checked sul, ¥ou can's
even buy the movic on IV beeawse iy
isn't available yer, 5o why rok go o jurgs
T AERE rason s Sanash- Beoadway e
cal-bawed -on-a-classic-filme and by
Sweet Smell of Success? This brilliantly
x acerbic drama stars Tony Curtis g5 Sid-

Tany Curtis ney Faleo, a woadying pr i]:u-t whi has 1o
curry favor with the frighteningly powerful 1], Hunsecker, a Wal-
ter Winchell-type gossip columnist played by Bunt Lancaster,
Like All Abueit Eve and Casablancer, it's sne of (he st gquisteed
miovies ef all time, thanks 1o a nasty litthe scrcenplay by Clifford
Odets and Ernest Lehman, And ke the moyies of Stanley Ku-
brick, this gem proves how cynicism in the movies stands the test
of time much better than sincerity or tragedy.

Proof of Life and The Pledge
(Warner Bros.; $24.98 each)

Proof of Life 5 the hostage drama “larrimg Meg Fyam and Rus-
sell Crowe. Director Taylor Hackford blamed their off-screen o
mance for its relatively poor box office; Ull stick 1o the auteur
theory, The Medge is far more satis Mving. The third Gim by diree-
tor Sean Pean, it's yet another admittedly stolid deama about un-
happy people tragped in unhappy siteations. Iy this spe. Jack
Nicholson plays a retired detective wh is obacseed with snaring
aserial killer of little kids, The Plediee 1s also anvther example of
why P'enn prefers directing — he's ood an

The Apartment (MGM; $19.98 )

Hilly Wilider anid Jack Lemimon were gae of il CNC IS jsrent -
esl teams and susely this sad litgle vasmady s their besy ik
LIt waon fve Oscars, including Bese licture.) Lemmon plays an ol
lice schumuck who lets other, more powerfil em ployees use lis
Apartment a8 an afternoon ke aed. What an WISAVi Y Lopic fur
a comedy, but the put-upon Lemmaon makes s pinp-like role
seeim sympathctic — especially when he realizes ice-cold boss
Fred MacMurray is going (o be trysting with the clevator el
Lequmon has been pining for, Will T give up his drens of Shis
ley MacLaine? Any decision will cost him, 35 3 suicide ierape
and ather depressing plot twists make clear. Sormehow, s all ex-
tecinely fusiny.

Marty (MGM; $19.98)

Finally, let's end with a sleeper from another era, Eriest Bog-
i stars in this guietly piercing drama about a 34-year-old
Bronx butcher who falls in love with a lomely schoolteacher.
According to the book “Inside Oscar” by Mason Wiley & Damicn
Homa, rumor had it that producer Burt | ancaster furned the TV
film by Maddy Choyevsky into a feature fust 50 he could use it as 3
tax write-off, Then audiences went mats for Marty curing 1esi
scfewnings, They icrgll the movie in art houses for months and
months o give this bhee-collar drama an air of class. The resule?
It was the first American film to win the Lp prize at Cannes and
one of the first low-budeet indie films 1o snare the Uscar fir Best
Picture, Borgnine also won an Oscar as Best Actor

— Mickedd Gilez




